Agridla, e,

Adansas Dsfry
Couparative ASsncistian

Assouiated Mitx
Froducrrs, tAc.
LalFore DB, inc.

Case-Ohay
Lrormery, inc.

Continardst Daity
Produsts, e,

Conmrathme Wik '
Peorioory ARen.

Oalry Carmen
ot Americs, Jut.

Csirymen’s Mukeling
Corparasive, int,

Boityftut Sonpreatise m:.

Eitaporthy cwp&mm-

Creamrey

Fargons r:m-w-mnw‘
Leansacy

Foxt Qistiis
Asstontation

Foramast Fomn USh
Lo okes, ag,

Lans Ht8r itk
FPraducers, e,

MRS KR
Proditecs Coos

B & VA BT,
Produrar® Coeproathve
Agporistion, .

Btichigan Mk
FINGHORE ALK,

Wi et Dairpnen'y
CernpRTY

Miggdau Ak
Croperstive. i,

Norfivaest Dalsy
Asxoriabne

Protoie Faconx
B RN

H2. Albkos Gooperstive
£rzaroady, .

Suinie Coutrdy Co-np
BHIR Produsars' Rash.

Sint MR
OB TS, i,

Southeaxt #ilk, i,
Bwirs Valixy Faams, Sa.

Telormonk County )
Crsumpry Aasn.

Uniied Dohymen
TN

Lhpsiate Farms

Eigmapoo i i,

20 Wik Pruducaie

“Jerry Koeak, President/Chief Excentive Officer -

National Milk
Producers Federation

.. National Milk Producers Federation - 2101 Wilson Bivd,, Arlingion, VA 22201 « 703-243-6111 FAX 703-841-9328

May 13, 2005

Secretary Michae! Johanns
U.8. Department of Agriculture
1400 independence Ave. SW
Washington, DC 20250

35-4280627
APHIS

Dear Secretary Johanns:

NMPF wishes to compliment your agency's efforts to expedite the adoption of a mandatory

national animat identification system {NAIS), which was discussed by you and your staff last

week. Both the NAIS Draft Strategic Plan and Draft Program Standards document have been too
tong in the development, and NMPF is pleased that the public will finally have the opportunity to
gain further insight and understanding of the plans for implementation of NAIS.

NMPF members helieve that NAIS must be implemented at the earliest possible time as a
mandatory program, so as to be better able to protect our national dsiry herd from the possibie
introduction of highly contagious foreign animal diseases such as Foot-and-Mouth (FMD),
disease or to prevent the resmergence of costly domestic diseases such as Bovine T uberculoss.
NMPF believes that at some point in the near future, NAIS must become mandatory for alf
producers or owners of livestock in the U.8. All species and segments of the livestock mdustfy
may become impacted by any particular disease event as commingling ocours™

Given the.extraordinary effort that will be required to fully engage the entire livestock industry and
the fime and cost that will be required to develop and implement the necessary infrastructure to
support NAIS as a mandatory program, NMPF supports the current timeframe outlined in the
Draft Sirategic Plan. However, given the current and continuing vulnerabifity of the livestock
industry to foreign animal disease threats, NMPF believes every effort should be made to adhere
to the target imeiframes and supports January 2008 as the absolute targel date to have NAIS
fuiiy operational.

Our great hope is thatl the creation and implementation of this system becomes 3 positive, iéstin§
legacy of your time as Agriculture Secretary, and we will work with you and others in the
department {o help ensure its expaditious adoption,

Yours tru%y,

Natsonal M:lk Producers Federahon

cc Bl!i Hawks Under Secretary. Marketmg and Reguiatory Serwces
Dr Ron DeHaven APHIS Admmastrator _

Charles Beckendorf, Chairman
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